Nez Perce County Republican Committee Vetting and Rating Program

Maureen S Anderson
3510 11th Street C, Lewiston, ID
Age 55    Phone 208-790-8154
I am a registered Republican and have been one for 37 years.

My responses are as follows:
I strongly believe in fiscal responsibility as I feel the citizens of Idaho are already overburdened by our current tax and spending levels.  It is my belief that our government should strictly adhere to their duties as outlined by the US and State Constitutions.  I also believe that citizens should not be forced to participate in the Ponzi schemes more commonly referred to as Medicare and Social Security, especially while members of Congress are being exempted from those same requirements.  The laws of the country should be applied to ALL citizens equally.
I strongly believe that taxation is onerous and should be limited to consumption based, not earnings or ownership of tangible property.  If an income tax is unavoidable, it should be a flat tax vs our current system of progressive taxation.
I strongly agree that the 17th Amendment should be repealed.  In their infinite wisdom, our Founding Fathers acknowledged that the members of the Senate should not be elected via the whims of the general populace and should be most representative of the whole of the State itself.  I also believe that all legislation should be limited to single item bills with every member being given ample time to not only read but publicly debate the content therein.
I strongly believe that we should abolish the Fed and ban Central Bank Digital Currency.  The only reason to promote such a thing is to allow a small group of unelected bureaucrats to control and compel the population through punitive fiscal policy and debanking.
I strongly agree that our latest redistricting should be revisited, and any future efforts should be for the benefit of the majority, not done to benefit a select few individuals.  I also agree that the State of Idaho should be upholding the intent of the 10th Amendment and standing firmly for state sovereignty from both an encroaching Federal government as well as neighboring states.
I strongly believe that the Electoral College should be protected at all costs and that any effort to promote a National Popular Vote should be called out as wholly unconstitutional.

I strongly believe that the best form of government is when its citizens are involved, and it is the duty of every candidate and elected official to encourage dialogue by making themselves available and participating in open and healthy debate.  
I strongly believe that it is important for candidates and elected officials to be honest and forthright when interacting with members of the public.  This includes disclosing any pressure or undue influence being placed upon them by special interests.
I strongly believe that primary elections are critical to an informed electorate and every Republican in good standing should be encouraged to participate.  I wish, however, that there was more ability for the leadership of County and State level Committees to not only call out, but prevent those who refuse to adhere to the platform from running on a Republican ticket.

I strongly believe that it is critical to our future as a Country for our students to be fully exposed to and taught the importance of our founding documents.  As someone who has actively sought out and fully participated with the 917 Society to bring full copies of the US Constitution to 8th grade students in Nez Perce County, I believe that it is crucial for students to know the full language and context, in cursive, as written, so that they may fully understand their rights and duties as citizens. 
I strongly believe that religious freedom in schools should be protected as written in the 1st Amendment, meaning students, teachers and staff should be able to openly express their religious beliefs without fear of punishment or reprisal.
I strongly believe that parents have the ultimate right to choose the educational path of their children, including home schooling.
I strongly believe that funding for education should follow the student and that vouchers are the best method for providing equal opportunity for all Idaho children.  Competition has the natural effect of improving outcomes, thus allowing parents to choose alternative educational paths for their children provides them with the chance to learn according to their needs.

I strongly believe that it is the right of every American producer to participate in free and fair trade, unaffected by the whims of governmental shift.

I strongly believe that agriculture is key to our national security and as such, the water rights of farmers must be protected.  

I strongly believe that Idaho and Idaho alone should have the right to decide how the water rights within our borders are allocated. I believe that any conversations about our dams should be based upon overwhelming factual scientific research and be had in good faith.  It is also critical that our legislature works arduously to protect the water rights of Idahoans against federal overreach and the desires of our neighbors on a “first in time is first in right” basis.
I strongly believe that water-based recreational opportunities are critical to both Idahoans and those that choose to spend their time and money in our state.  These recreational opportunities must be preserved as both citizen rights and as a means of financial independence for our state and our communities.
I strongly believe that any discussion of the removal of our dams and all dams that directly affect Idaho should begin and end with the people of Idaho.  As stated previously, these decisions should be based exclusively on scientific evidence and not emotional arguments.

I strongly believe that it is the responsibility of all of us to be good and faithful stewards of our natural resources, through education and information, not forced governmental overreach.  
I strongly believe that the citizens and their representatives of Idaho know best how the natural resources of Idaho should be utilized and protected, not the federal government.  
I strongly believe that the public lands contained within the borders of the State of Idaho should be controlled by the citizens and government of Idaho and that all public lands should be accessible to the residents for recreation, growth, and industry.

I strongly believe that both the United States and Idaho should always strive for energy independence through research, development and expansion.
I strongly believe that it is imperative that the State of Idaho supports energy industries that have shown to be reliable and sustainable, including oil, gas, hydroelectricity, nuclear energy, etc.
I strongly believe that it is critical to the security of the population as well as growth and development for energy costs in the State of Idaho to remain some of the lowest in the nation.

I strongly believe that the Idaho National Laboratory is key to the security and independence of the State of Idaho through their development of safe and reliable nuclear energy and should be supported as such.

I strongly believe that there should be no law passed at any level that deprives any citizen of the right to Life, Liberty or Property without due process of law, including fair and just compensation.  I believe that our current system of “eminent domain” is being abused, and I also believe that our citizens are currently being subjected to governmental overreach as it pertains to their ability to use and develop their personal property as they see fit.  

I strongly believe that all public lands within the border of the State of Idaho should be under the care and control of the State of Idaho and not the federal government as they do not have the best interests of the citizens of the State as their primary concern.

I strongly believe that the goal of the Department of Fish and Game should be to maximize the opportunities for residents and tourists to enjoy hunting, fishing and other forms of recreation, while minimizing their interference on private property rights.
I strongly believe that the federal government should have no designations, policies, or laws that restrict access to these opportunities.
I strongly believe that the introduction of wolves and grizzlies has been detrimental to the native species of Idaho and that their presence should be managed and minimized.

I strongly believe that private industry is key to the growth and development of the State of Idaho and that government should not be in the business of picking ‘winners and losers’ by interfering and regulating for preferred outcomes.  
I strongly believe that small business ownership is one of the principles of the American Dream and that it should be the priority of the State of Idaho to support commerce and industry as it applies to small businesses, especially through access and tax code.
I strongly believe employers should be the exclusive determiner of who is qualified for employment with their company and that they should work with their employees to ensure a safe and productive environment.  I also believe that it is important that employers and future employees have access to privately funded post-graduate training and educational opportunities, but not through forced governmental funding.  I also believe that our current system of funding for state colleges and universities should be reviewed as it appears to be placing greater emphasis on athletics vs actual education.  

I strongly believe that the ‘Conscience Clause’ should be a guiding principle of any Health and Welfare policy for the State of Idaho.  I believe that instead of being forced to submit a request for exception, all medical procedures should be completely voluntary.  
I also strongly believe that parents should always have the ultimate authority as it pertains to the medical treatment of their children, including the right to seek alternate providers and treatment options. 

I strongly believe that every governmental policy, program, and/or system should have at the heart of it the importance of a traditional American family.  Traditional family values were at the foundation of our nation and should be preserved above all others.  
I strongly believe that the traditional family is best for all people, including children and the elderly and that the support of these values, including the traditional definition of marriage, is the key to a moral and orderly society.  
I strongly believe that children are a blessing from God and that life begins at conception.  I believe that it is the duty of a good and moral country to protect life. 

I strongly believe that ‘Older Americans’ are valuable treasures that should be treated with respect and dignity and that there should be no policies or laws that unduly affect their ability to continue to participate in our society, including financially penalizing those who choose to continue participating in the workforce.

I strongly believe that every person accused of a crime is entitled to the presumption of innocence until proven guilty.  I also believe that those who are convicted of offense should be dealt with swiftly and justly and that their victims receive proper consideration and restitution.  
I strongly believe in the 2nd Amendment and believe that the right of every American to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed and that any/all laws that attempt to restrict, regulate, or monitor legal gun ownership should be rescinded.  I also believe that criminal conviction should not automatically lead to the permanent revocation of a citizens' 2nd Amendment rights and believe that a path to restoration should be available to them.
I strongly believe in an ‘eye for an eye’ and support the death penalty for the most egregious of offenses.  I also believe that once someone receives the death penalty, the sentence should be carried out swiftly for the benefit of the survivors and society.

I strongly believe that the greatest key to National Security is a strong National Defense via the philosophy of ‘Peace through Strength’.  With that being the case, a National Missile Defense system for the whole of the United States and Mountain Home Air Force base for the protection of the State of Idaho should never be the subjects of international treaties or onerous regulation.  
I strongly believe that ‘strong fences make good neighbors’ and that a strong and secure border wall is necessary for the safety and security of our nation.  I strongly believe that anyone caught attempting to breach our borders through any process other than legally prescribed should be immediately turned away and given no quarter.
I strongly believe that all American troops should be utilized for the sole protection of the American population and homeland and that it is never the duty of our men and women in uniform to police other nations and conflicts around the world.  

I strongly believe that any attempt to remove or undermine the right of the citizens of Idaho to select their Judges is purely unconstitutional and should be rigorously opposed.  I also strongly support the election of judges as a partisan election process and support the duty of judges to interpret statutory terms to ‘mean what they conveyed to reasonable people at the time they were written’.  Unlike many today, I do not believe that the US Constitution is a ‘living and breathing document’ and strongly agree with the originalist views of Justice Clarence Thomas.

I hope that these responses give you some insight into who I am as both a person and a candidate.  As someone who has been a lifelong Republican, I feel it is important that those who purport to represent the Republican brand behave and speak openly about the virtues of Republican ideals.  I also believe that it is important for our elected officials to be mindful of these principles and their adherence to them when making decisions on pending legislation.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Maureen S Anderson							3/15/2026

